
The Collom Family would like to extend 

their sincere thanks to each of you for the love and 

support you have shown during this difficult time. 
 
 
 

 
In Loving Memory 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

William Hockly Collom 
 

July 3, 1929 ~ May 4, 2021 
           

 



William Hockly Collom was born on July 3, 1929 in Hong Kong as the third child 
to Captain William James Collom and Ruby Mak.  His two older sisters were  
Winnie and Janet.    
 
He attended Diocesan Boys School, but was disrupted through wartime and later 
switched to Wai Yan College and eventually graduated from St. Joseph College on 
Kennedy Road.  
 
Bill, as he was preferred to be called, entered the Technical College in September of 
1949 and obtained the Postmaster General’s 2nd Class Certificate in Wireless  
Telegraphy in August of 1952, then set off to sea.  In 1955, he obtained the 1st 
Class Certificate in Wireless Telegraphy before returning to sea.  Bill served as a 
Radio Officer and later as a Chief Radio Officer onboard many commercial and 
passenger ships that plied the world for a decade. 
 
In 1960, he joined Cable & Wireless Co. Ltd., Hong Kong, as Programme  
Technician in the Studios of Radio Hong Kong when he met the love of his life, 
Dora.  He married her in 1964 at Saint Paul's Church and eventually had three 
children.   
 
In January of 1962, he was hired as the seventh Immigration Inspector in the 
Crown Colony of Hong Kong and dedicated himself to the work wholeheartedly 
until he retired as Assistant Principal Immigration Officer at age 55 after 22 years 
of service.  
 
At home, he was a sensitive and caring husband and father.  While emphasizing the 
importance of education, he also made sure his children enjoyed and participated in 
sports activities.  He was an avid tennis player, enjoyed golf, ballroom dancing, 
water skiing, swimming and bowling. He had to give up riding his motorcycle 
when his wife gave him an ultimatum.  He and his wife enjoyed entertaining and 
attending social events with their friends they made through the years.  
 
In 1984, he moved to the United States and settled in South San Francisco,  
California.  He spent his retirement with his family, enjoying his grandchildren and 
videotaping their every move.  He was excellent at keeping in touch with his friends 
and colleagues from around the world and received “wall-fuls” of Christmas cards 
every year.  He loved traveling the Globe with his wife and friends.  He continued 
to play tennis until he was 82, annoying his tennis buddies with his drop shots. 
 
On Tuesday, May 4, 2021, at age 91, he passed away from pneumonia peacefully at 
home surrounded by his family. 
 
Bill is survived by his wife of 57 years, his two elder sisters, his two daughters, his 
son and his two grandsons and two granddaughters. 

 
Funeral Service 

11:00 a.m. 
Wednesday - May 12, 2021  

Sneider & Sullivan & O’Connell’s 
San Mateo, California 

 

 
 

Order of Service 
 

Welcome Greeting 
Christine Collom-Yang 

(Eldest Child) 
 

Opening Prayer & Scripture 
Rev. Happy Pathik 

 
Eulogy 

Christine Collom-Yang 
(Eldest Child) 

 
Tribute Video Presentation 

 
Benediction Prayer 
Rev. Happy Pathik 

 
Processional Hymn 

“Ave Maria” 
 

 

 

Inurnment 
Madronia Cemetery 
Saratoga, California 

 


