
 
 

Prayer to St. Joseph 
We come to thee, O Blessed Joseph, in our sore distress. 

Having sought the aid of thy most blessed spouse, 
we now confidently implore thy assistance also. 

We humbly beg that, mindful of the dutiful affection 
which bound thee to the immaculate Virgin Mother of God, 

and of the fatherly love with which thou didst cherish the Child Jesus, 
thou wilt lovingly watch over the heritage which Jesus Christ 

purchased with His blood, and by thy powerful intercession help us in our urgent need. 
Most powerful guardian of the Holy Family, protect the chosen race of Jesus Christ; 

drive far from us, most loving father, every pest of error and corrupting sin. 
From thy place in heaven, most powerful protector, 

graciously come to our aid in this conflict with the powers of darkness, 
and as of old thou didst deliver the Child Jesus from supreme peril of life, 

so now defend the holy Church of God from  
the snares of her enemies and from all adversity. 

Have each of us always in thy keeping, that,  
following thy example, and borne up by thy strength, 

we may be able to live holily, die happily,  
and so enter the everlasting bliss of heaven.  Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

In Loving Memory  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Josephine Blanco Akiyama 

 

March 19, 1926 ~ January 8, 2022 
 



 Josephine Blanco Akiyama passed away peacefully on Saturday 
January 8, 2022 at her home with family and friends by her side. She was 
loved by her family and will live in the hearts of her countless relatives and 
friends. She loved life and brought joy to all she met.  
 
 She was born on the island of Saipan located in the Mariana  
Islands in the Pacific. She was the youngest daughter of Juan T. Blanco 
and Antonia Blas Blanco. Her parents, three brothers and six sisters all 
survived the hostilities and battles of World War II, between the Empire 
of Japan and the United States of America. 
 
 In 1937, as a young 11 year old, she witnessed the landing and 
capture of two flyers which later were identified as Amelia Earhart and 
Fred Noonan. After hostilities ended on Saipan in 1945, she worked as a 
Dental Assistant at a U.S. Naval Medical station located in Garapan, 
Saipan. General inquires about an American flyer on Saipan by Naval  
staff officers revealed her eyewitness account of the plane landing and  
subsequent event of 1937. 
 
 In 1956, she moved and relocated with her husband, Max R. 
Akiyama and son to California where they settled in the San Francisco Bay 
Area. She worked at Mills Hospital in San Mateo and later open her own 
business, Josephine's Beauty Salon, in which she enjoyed over thirty years 
of success.  
 
 She is survived by her loving son Edward B. Akiyama and daugh-
ter-in-law Donna H. Akiyama of Concord, CA. Her generous and good-
natured sprit will be missed by all who knew and loved her.  
 

 

 

Reception Luncheon 
2:00 p.m. 

January 31, 2022 
Waterfront Mediterranean Restaurant 

969 D Edgewater Boulevard 
Foster City, California 

 
Funeral Liturgy 

10:00 a.m. 
January 31, 2022 

Sneider & Sullivan & O’Connell’s Funeral Home 
San Mateo, California 

 
Celebrant:  Fr. John Ryan 

 

Order of Service 
 

Opening / Welcome - Fr. John Ryan 
 

Scripture Reading / Prayers - Fr. John Ryan  
 

Commendation / Prayers 
Hail Mary, Hail Holy Queen, 

The Memorare, Prayer for the  Bereaved 
by Anthony Blanco & Sonia Rand 

 
Tribute Video 

 
Eulogies - Cesar Blanco & Sandy Medrano 

 
Acknowledgements - Edward B. Akiyama 

 
 

 

 
 

Interment to Follow 
Holy Cross Catholic Cemetery 

1500 Mission Road 
Colma, California 

 


