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We wish to express our sincere thanks and appreciation to our many
friends for the many expressions of sympathy and acts of kindness

and concern during our bereavement.

Don’t
Don’t spend too much time in mourning

Tears are for the sad.
I’m with Jesus now

This should make you glad.

Don’t waste your hours in grieving,
No need to feel distressed.

I was tired of life’s frustrations
And had to get some rest.

Don’t vex yourself with questions,
Or try to reason why.

Life here for me has ended,
It came my time to die.

Don’t lose the love I gave you, feed it with care.
Grow it with devotion, spread it everywhere.

Don’t fret because my leaving, came in such a way.
We’ll have another meeting, on God’s eternal day.



ObituaryOrder of Service
James William Thompson was born on March 12, 1929 to John 

and Margaret Thompson. He was the second of five children. He was 
preceded in death by his two youngest sisters, Claudette Walker and 
Joan Baylor.

James was educated in the Youngstown Public Schools and graduated 
from the Rayen High School. He attended Ohio State University where 
he met Constance Y. Humes.  James and Connie were united in marriage 
in Cleveland, Ohio on June 25, 1955. To this union two children were 
born, James Wesley and Lorraine Marie “Rainey”, deceased.

He answered to many names: James to his family, Red to his wife 
and friends, Jim to other friends and co-workers, Dad and Grandpa. 
How he loved hearing those three little words “Let’s play, Grandpa”.

Red was a wonderful, devoted husband and father. He and Connie 
were blessed with fifty-six years of marriage. He had a varied work life. 
He was a counselor at Bellefair, a chemist at Synthetic Products Co. and 
a salesman and manager at Metropolitan Life Insurance Co. from which 
he retired after twenty-five years of service.

He enjoyed working in his yard, playing cards with family and 
friends, bridge, poker, pinochle and fishing. He was a member of the 
Cleveland Congress of bridge clubs until his health failed. He was also 
a member of Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity.

James leaves to cherish his memory his loving wife, Connie; 
devoted son, Jim (Jill); sisters, Doris Bunkley (Bill) and Marguerite 
Barganier; son-in-law, Robert Berger; grandson, Robert James Berger 
“R.J.”; and a host of nieces, nephews, and friends.

Interment
Lake View Cemetery

Organ Prelude...................................................................A. Irene Oliver

Opening Hymn.......................................................“Blessed Assurance”

Prayer.......................................................................................................

Scripture.........................................................Old Testament ~ Psalm 23
New Testament ~ Philippians 4:4-9

Musical Selection...................................................“What a Fellowship”

Acknowledgements & Resolutions...........................................................

Obituary..............................................................................Read Silently

Musical Selection...................................................Rev. Jerome E. James

Eulogy..................................................................Rev. Gerald A. Cooper

Prayer.......................................................................................................

Recessional.......................................“Sing the Wondrous Love of Jesus”

The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want. 
He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: he leadeth me 

beside the still waters. He restoreth my soul: he leadeth me in 
the paths of righteousness for his name’s sake. Yea, though I 
walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no 
evil: for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort 
me. Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine 

enemies: thou anointest my head with oil; my cup runneth over. 
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my 

life: and I will dwell in the house of the LORD for ever.

Psalm 23

(Please turn on headlights during processional to cemetery.)

Thursday, June 21, 2012
Wake  10:30 A.M.  ~  Service  11:00 A.M.

St. James A.M.E. Church
8401 Cedar Avenue

Cleveland, Ohio
Pastor Gerald A. Cooper, Officiating


