
Very Special Thanks to: E. F. Boyd & Son Funeral Home,
St. Adalbert OLBS Catholic Church, Cloud Florists,
Ms. Leola Wilson & assistants, family and friends.

There are no words to adequately express the gratitude we have 
for our family and friends during our time of bereavement.  

For all of you who have mourned with us, laughed with us and 
consoled us: we sincerely thank you for all of your calls, cards 

visits and prayers.

-With love from the Family of Bettye Stitts Jones
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a celeBration oF liFe

sunrise: april 12, 1935  ~  sunset: octoBer 31, 2012 

We sat beside your bedside,
Our hearts were crushed

and sore;
We did our best to the end,
'Til we could do no more.

In tears we watched
you sinking,

We watched you fade away;
And though our hearts

were breaking,
We knew you could not stay.

You left behind some
aching hearts,

That loved you most sincere;
We never shall and never will

Forget you Mother dear.

Remembering Mom

Bettye Stitts Jones



The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want. 
He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: he leadeth 

me beside the still waters. He restoreth my soul: he leadeth 
me in the paths of righteousness for his name’s sake. Yea, 
though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I 
will fear no evil: for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff 
they comfort me. Thou preparest a table before me in the 
presence of mine enemies: thou anointest my head with 

oil; my cup runneth over. Surely goodness and mercy shall 
follow me all the days of my life: and I will dwell in the 

house of the LORD for ever.

Psalm 23

Family Processional                                                Fr. Gary Chmura

Visitation

Musical Selection: Revelation 19      Mark & H. Turner-Thompson

Final Family Viewing and Casket Closing

Blessing and Prayer                                                Fr. Gary Chmura 

Congregational Hymn – Precious Lord        Sandra Gay-Chapman

Reading of Obituary                                                  Michelle Saafir

First Reading: Psalm 90:9--17                     Sr. Juanita Shealey, CSJ

Responsorial Psalm - Psalm 23 (sung)           Sandra Gay-Chapman

Second Reading:  1 Thessalonians 4:13-18                    Karen Stitts

Alleluia                                                           Sandra Gay-Chapman

Gospel Reading                     Fr. Gary Chmura

Homily                           Rev. Donald Bean Jr.

Prayers of the Faithful               Dr. Kathy Stitts

Offertory Hymn          Sandra Gay-Chapman

Eucharistic Gifts of Bread and Wine     Khara Harper/Maia Walker

Preparation of the Gifts 

Lord’s Prayer                Sandra Gay-Chapman 

Communion Song:            The Blood Will Never Lose Its Power 
Congregation

Order of Service
Saturday, November 10, 2012

Visitation 10:00 a.m. - Funeral 11:00 a.m.
St. Adalbert OLBS Catholic Church

Mass of the Resurrection for Bettye Stitts Jones



Repast
Immediately following at St. Adalbert School Hall

2345 E. 83rd St.
Cleveland, OH 44104

Interment
Cleveland Memorial Gardens

4324 Green Road
Cleveland, OH 44122

(Please turn on headlights during processional to cemetery.)

Holy Communion      Phillip/Phillis Clipps

Communion Reflection Selection                I Give Myself Away 
 Mark & H. Turner-Thompson

Resolutions/Remarks and Family Acknowledgements  
 Michael Stitts

Final Commendation and Blessing                    Fr.  Gary Chmura

Closing Recessional Song   My Soul Has Been 

Anchored  Mark & H. Turner-Thompson

Dear Team,

It is with a heavy heart that I pass along this news.

Last night, Bettye Jones, the lead plaintiff in Advancement Project's 
lawsuit challenging Wisconsin's photo ID law, passed away.

Bettye was an inspiration to all of us who knew her. A fighter for 
civil rights her whole life - from helping integrate Ohio's schools to 
electing the first African American mayor of a major city, she spent 
this last year of her life fighting Wisconsin's onerous photo ID law 
that would have prevented her from voting had she and her daughter 
not taken the extraordinary measures they did.

Barely two weeks ago, Bettye and her daughter were filmed for the 
Advancement Project's inspirational video series about people who 
stepped up for the “Right to vote.” The resulting 3-minute video, 
released just this past week shows what an amazing woman Bettye 
was. Ever since we first stepped into her home just about one Year 
ago to talk about our photo ID fight, it was clear that we were family. 
Just last week, Charlotte spent an entire evening watching movies at 
home with Bettye. That's what I mean.

It is fitting that one of her last acts was to make this video encouraging 
all of us to protect our right to vote. I am showing at our election 
protection trainings as a reminder of why we do what we do.

Please take a moment to pay a tribute to Bettye and watch the video: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7AkSwXZDKIs

-Denise

Pallbearers
Asiel Harper ~ Brian Smith

Isiah Jones ~ Brian Smith, Jr.
Alvin Saafir ~ Brandon Walker
Christopher Sharp ~ Otis Terrell



Bettye was born inside the family home in Jackson, TN to 
Oliver Lee Stitts Junior and Queen Esther (Ellison) Stitts. She was 
the oldest of nine children. 

Christian Faith: She professed her faith in Jesus Christ 
and was baptized at Home Baptist Church in Jackson, TN. In 1950 
she relocated to Cleveland, OH following the death of her mother 
and joined Friendship Baptist Church. After meeting Wilton Jones, 
Sr., she converted to Catholicism and joined St. Edwards Catholic 
Church. The Joneses were members of St. Aloysius and St. Joseph 
Collinwood before finally settling in as members of St. Adalbert 
Catholic Church. After a brief stay in Brookfield, WI, she returns to 
St. Adalbert for her final service.

Education:  Bettye began primary school at South Jackson 
Elementary School.  In December of 1949 she transferred to 
Cleveland, Ohio public schools and graduated from John Hay High 
in June of 1954.  She was active in school and held various positions 
including serving on student council.

Family: After graduation Bettye married the late Wilton P. 
Jones, Sr. to which three children were born to their 57 year union: 
Debra J. Crawford (Vince); Sheryl L. Jones-Harper; Wilton P. Jones 
Jr.; five grandchildren: Adia. Walker (Brandon, Sr); Asiel M. Harper; 
Khara J. Harper; Akia J Harper and 2 great grandchildren: Maia J. 
Walker and Brandon L. Walker, Jr.

Bettye is preceded in death by her biological parents Oliver 
and Queen, her special parents who raised her;  Aunt Augusta Ellison 
Pharr and Uncle Hosea Pharr along with sister Patricia, four brothers; 
Frank Simon, Wilford Ronald, James David and Don Elton.

She is survived by all children, grand and great grand-children; 
sisters: Beverly Johnson, Dorelia Sharp and Carolyn Brown, sister 
in-laws, Dorothy Stitts, Dorothy Smith, Bessie Terrell, brother-in-
law Anthony ”Tony” Jones  and a host of loving extended family.

Bettye Stitts Jones
Sunrise: April 12, 1935  ~  Sunset: October 31, 2012 

Work History: Bettye joined husband and son as office 
manager and co-owner of A-1 Glass and Mirror Company; a family 
business of 25 years, founded by Wilton, but what she loved and 
was most proud of, was serving as the Chief Home and Family Offi-
cer along with Wilton Sr. 

Community:  Bettye was passionate about civil rights, local/
national politics and the Black Catholic movement early on.  She 
fought to diversify catholic schools and was part of a grass roots 
movement to elect Cleveland, OH’s first black mayor. She is cur-
rently listed as the lead plaintiff in a class action lawsuit filed in 
the U.S. courts (through the Advancement Project in Washington 
D.C) in opposition to the Wisconsin Voter Photo I.D law.  Her story 
was mentioned on the Al Sharpton Politics Nation(news show on 
MSNBC), featured in the August 2012 issue of Essence Magazine 
article on voter suppression and is highlighted in a public service 
announcement through the Advancement Project on YouTube. She 
used her voice and left a legacy to future generations to get involved, 
make a difference and preserve freedom and equality for all Ameri-
cans, particularly African Americans (Black folks).

She offered words of encouragement, loved the Lord, and her 
family and we loved her back. She will surely be missed.


