
The family wishes to express our sincere gratitude and appreciation to our many 
family members and friends for all the support and kindness you have shared during 

the passing of our loved one. Please Continue to keep us in your prayers.
May God bless and keep you all.
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 Don’t grieve for me, for now I’m free,
I’m following the path God laid for me.

I took his hand when I heard his call,
I turned my back and left it all.

I could not stay another day,
To laugh, to love, to work, to play.

Tasks left undone must stay that way,
I’ve found that peace at the close of the day.

If my parting has left a void,
Then fill it with remembered joy.

A friendship shared, a laugh, a kiss,
Ah yes, these things I too will miss.

Be not burdened with times of sorrow,
I wish you the sunshine of tomorrow.
My Life’s been full, I savored much,

Good friends, good times, a loved one’s touch,
Perhaps my time seemed all too brief,

Don’t lengthen it now with undue grief.
Lift up your heart and share with me,
God wanted me now, He set me free.

I’m Free



In 1977 Gene married Shirley Bibb, and two children were born, Cheryl and David.  
He was a loving husband and father and was immersed in their lives and activities.  Both 
inherited some of Gene’s prowess in leadership, athletics and music.  He spent countless 
hours supporting and coaching Cheryl and David through life, both on and off the playing 
fields.  Gene and David thrived on their love for baseball through coaching and travelling 
together over the years.  He was a tireless advocate for all of his family to ensure their hap-
piness and success and that they had equal opportunity to pursue their dreams in life.   

Gene spent his adult life in Cleveland, Ohio and made lasting friendships with many 
who still recall great times.  He made friends easily and was considered to be “the life of 
the party”.  He had a magnetic personality and devoted high energy to everything he did.  
His commitment to excellence and success was unmatched, and he lived passionately as he 
fought his health challenges.  Gene’s professional career spanned over 40 years in Cleve-
land.  He held positions in banking but found his true gift was in sales.  After working in 
technology sales at Digital Equipment Corporation, he later founded his own company 
selling desktop computer and word processing systems as the use of this technology in 
the workplace began to grow.  He later joined the Cleveland Chapter of the American Red 
Cross as Service Area Manager, where he passionately supported community training and 
volunteerism as well as their   church nursing program, and retired in 2003.    

Gene was a committed Ohio State fan rarely missing a game, and his love for sports 
kept him going all of his life and especially throughout his illness.  He was never one to 
throw in the towel and gave his unbridled support behind issues he believed in.  He was 
thrilled to support all of his friends and family.  He was most proud to be the honoree for 
the 2012 Walsh Jesuit Baseball Team Showcase for the Cure, an effort that raised $37,000 
to support Myeloma Research at the Cleveland Clinic.

Gene’s faith journey led him to find great comfort at Heights Christian Church and 
Liberty Hill Baptist Church in Cleveland.  He departed this life peacefully into the hands of 
the Loving God on February 11, 2013 with his family at his side, after a courageous seven 
year battle with multiple myeloma.  He was predeceased by his Mother and Father.  He 
leaves to mourn his loving wife of 35 years, Shirley, and his three children Brent (Donna) 
of Fishers, Indiana, Cheryl Blackwell Gorman (Karl) of San Diego, California, and David 
of Cleveland; four grandchildren (Cameron, Sarah, Jeron and Micah), Aunts Charlotte 
Brooks of Lebanon, Illinois and Elizabeth Cowan of Clayton, North Carolina, and a host of 
nieces, nephews,  cousins and friends.  He also leaves to mourn his most loving and faith-
ful brother Melvin (Roxanne) of Silver Spring, Maryland, with whom he spoke every day.  
They stayed by each other’s side unwaveringly throughout their entire lives.

It was Gene’s wish to recognize and thank the wonderful extended team at the Cleve-
land Clinic who provided him wonderful care over the years.   Gene will be interred in the 
family plot in Carlyle, Illinois.  

The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want. 

He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: he leadeth 

me beside the still waters. He restoreth my soul: he leadeth 

me in the paths of righteousness for his name’s sake. Yea, 

though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I 

will fear no evil: for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff 

they comfort me. Thou preparest a table before me in the 

presence of mine enemies: thou anointest my head with oil; 

my cup runneth over. Surely goodness and mercy shall fol-

low me all the days of my life: and I will dwell in the house 

of the LORD for ever.

Psalm 23

Jesus said unto her, I am the resurrection, and the life: he 

that believeth in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live: 

And whosoever liveth and believeth in me shall never die. 

Believest thou this?

John 11:25-26



Order of Service

Interment
Carlyle City Cemetery, Carlyle, Illinois

Saturday, February 16, 2013
(Please turn on headlights during processional to cemetery.)

Pallbearers
Brent Blackwell  -  David Blackwell – Gregory Blackwell 

Marcus Blackwell – Karl Gorman – Leon Bibb

Honorary Pallbearers
Michael Clement  -  Kenneth Jackson  -  Ralph Tyler  

Robin Weaver – Richard Rapp – Wesley Killion

Processional
Family Hour............................................................................................................Visitation
Invocation...........................................................................................................Rev Osgood
Opening Hymn.....................................................................No. 543 -  “Blessed Assurance”
Scripture.........................................................................................Old Testament: Psalm 23

New Testament: John 11: 25-26
Remarks.................................................................................................................Leon Bibb

Melvin Blackwell
Cheryl Gorman

Obituary............................................................................................................Read Silently
Eulogy......................................................................................................Rev. Roger Osgood
Pastoral Prayer........................................................................................................................
Closing Hymn...............................................................No. 86 -  “Great is thy Faithfulness”

Recessional
Postlude.................................................................................................“For All The Saints”

Eugene “Gene” Johnson Blackwell was born in his grandmother’s house in 
Centralia, Illinois on March 26, 1943.  He was the eldest of two sons born to Winifred 
Evelyn (Killion) Blackwell and Johnson Wesley Blackwell.   Gene gave his life to Christ 
early and was baptized as a preteen and was a member of the Second Baptist Church in his 
hometown until moving out of the city as an adult.  

Gene attended and graduated from the Eugene Field Elementary School, Centralia 
Township High School and Southern Illinois University.  He earned a Bachelor’s Degree 
in English and an Associate’s Degree in Dental Technology, and was a member of Alpha 
Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc. Gene was active in a variety of school activities throughout 
his education.  He was an excellent student and athlete and was a born leader who loved 
to compete.  He held various positions in student government and excelled in football, 
basketball, track and field, as well as baseball.  His athleticism is legendary in his home 
town and in Illinois.  It was not unusual for him to pitch “no hitters” in baseball, or as the 
star quarterback in football to score multiple touchdowns.  In track and field, he was a 
sprinter and broad jumper and held many records for decades.  His basketball team was 
inducted into the Illinois High School Basketball Hall of Fame.

Gene was also a superior alto saxophone player.  He held “first chair” in band and 
two of his favorite songs to play were “Nightrain” and “Stardust”.  He was band leader 
for a high school band called the Knight Beats, and earned a music scholarship to college.

Gene and his brother Mel were inseparable and had a variety of experiences growing 
up.   As teens they frequently travelled by train from Illinois to New Orleans, once refusing 
to move from the “all white” cars to the “colored” cars, and were almost thrown off the 
train in Mississippi in the midst of the civil rights movement.  They integrated local lunch 
counters and the local movie theaters as teenagers.  One of the most famous integration 
stories that he was most proud of involved Gene, Mel and their mother when they were 
refused access to the local municipal swimming pool.  Mrs. Blackwell sued the city and 
after a two year legal battle from 1952 to 1954, “Winnie’s boys” and all other “colored” 
people were allowed to swim in the pool.

Gene was married to Claudett Stunson in 1966 and from that union one son, Brent, 
was born.  Gene and Brent were a father and son duo passionately involved with activities 
including baseball.   Gene was a proud father and beamed with pride as Brent displayed 
his strengths on the baseball diamond and achieved educational and professional success 
as an adult.

Obituary
Thursday, February 14, 2013

Family Hour 10:00 AM –  Service 10:30 AM
Heights Christian Church

17300 Van Aken Boulevard  ~  Shaker Heights, Ohio 44120
Rev. Roger Osgood, Pastor

Rev. Mark L. Johnson, Pastor Liberty Hill Baptist Church




